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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 DODE-OO PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 

SP-02 /053 W 

014752 

R 101759Z DEC 74 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5020 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

UNCLAS PARIS 29647 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PLAB, FR 

1. EFFECTIVE 1 DEC MINIMUM WAGE (SMIC) WAS RAISED 
FROM 6.50 FRS ($1.41) TO 6.75 FRS ($1.47) PER HOUR 

OR 1 174.50 FRS ($255) PER MONTH ON BASIS OF A 
40-HOUR WORKWEEK AND 1284.60 FRS ($279) FOR PRE- 
VAILING WCRK WEEK OF 43 HOURS IN INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE. 
ABOUT ONE MILLION WORKERS OR 8 PERCENT OF SALARIED 
LABOR FORCE WILL BENEFIT FROM NEW INCREASE. 

2. ABOVE INCREASE BROUGHT TOTAL SMIC RAISES FOR 1974 
TO 20.6 PERCENT AS AGAINST 15.66 PERCENT FOR THE 
PUBLIC SERVICE (17.80 PERCENT FOR LOWER PAID CATEGORIES) 
AND APPROXIMATELY 16.7 PERCENT IN PRIVATE SECTOR FOR 
THE FIRST 10 MONTHS OF THE YEAR. 

3. TRADE UNIONS WHICH IN 1973 AND BEGINNING OF 1974 
CAMPAIGNED FOR A 1200 FRANC SMIC BASED ON 40-HOUR 
WORKWEEK ARE NOW DEMANDING 1500 FRS ($326). 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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4. ALTHOUGH GOF REMAINS COMMITTED TO PREFERENTIAL 
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TREATMENT OF WORKERS AT BOTTOM OF WAGE SCALES BOTH 
IN TERMS OF REAL WAGE INCREASES AND FRINGE BENEFITS, 

IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS IT WILL 
ACCEDE TO UNIONS' DEMANDS IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. 
RUSH 



UNCLASSIFIED 



NNN 
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